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The Serutineers, together with the Clerks
lalliet the votes and submitted the resulb
of the ballot te the President.

The PRESIDENT: The result of the
ballot 15 as follows —
My, Bourke . .. 34
AMr. Marwick .. .. a0

I declare Thomas William Marwick, farmer,
ol Greenhills, dnly elected Lo lill the vacaney
in the Federal Senate eaused by the death
of Senator Willinm Carroll. That concludes
the business of the juint sitting.

The President left the Chair wt 119 pow,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.15
P and read prayers,

QUESTION—TRANSPORT BOARD.
Carricge of Honey.

How. ¢, F. BAXTER asked the Chicf
Secretarv: 1, 18 it a lact that the Trans-
poert Board has refused to wlow apiarists to
carry their honey to market in thelr own
vehicles? 2 TE so0, does not the term
“perishuble wnnnodities,” contained in para-
graph (3) of the First Schedule of the
State Transport Co-ordination Aet, include
honev?

The CHIEK
, Yes; 2, No.

SECRETARY  replied:

QUESTIOF—TREASURY BILLS AND
TUNDED DEFICIT.

Hon. H, SEDDON
Secrotary ¢ |,

the C('hief
amount of

askod
What was the

[COUNCIT,.

Troasury bills sutstanding at the 30th June,
W6 2, What proportion of this amount
is in Australia, and what proportion in Lon-
don? 3, What portion of the accunmlated
deficit of £3,300,000 hag been tunded? 4, s
such portion, il' any, ¢arrving the four per
cent. sinking fund in accordance with the
provisions of the Financial Agreement?

The CHIELF SKCRETARY repliced:
1, £0,303,014 2, Australia  £6,305,000:
London, £2498,014. 3, Nil. 4, Nil.

QUESTION—MIDLAND RAILWAY CO.

Government Control,

Mon, E. H. H. HALL asked the Chiel
Seevetary: What control, if any, has the
Clovernment over the operations of the Mid-
land Railway Company?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Thut provided for in the contract dated
27th February, 1886, between the Govern-
ment of Western Australia of the one part
and Jdelin Waddington of the ather part as
vonfirmed by the Guildford-Greenough Flats
Raflway Aet, 1886, and supplemented by
the Midland Railway Aet, No. 24 of 1919,

Sitting swspended doyping the joint sitting
of Dol Houses to elect « Federal Senator
{ride yeport aule) from 4,24 to 4.55 poa.

FEDERAL SENATE—VACANCY
FILLED.

The PRESTDEXNT: T desire to report that
at the joint sitting of memhbers of hoth
Houses of the State Parliament, Thomas
William  Marwick was elected fo fill the
vacaney in the representation of Western
Australia in the Federal Senate, due to the
death of Senator William Careoll.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,
The CHIEFR SECHETARY (Hon. J. M.
Thew—CUentral}): 1T move—

That the Honse at ity rising adjouru (il
Tuesday, 25th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjowrned of 137 pon.
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pathy and Lor their support in obtaining
more assistance  so  that  our primary
producers mayx achieve security and equity
and  have the power to earry on.
The prosperity of the Commonwealth de-
pends upon the prosperity of our producers.
I am elad the Government intend to amend
the Aborigines Aet. T have considerable
knowledge of aborigines, hoth in the North-
West and South-West.  An amendment 10
that Aet is long overdue. T hope some pro-
vision will be made in the Bill for decen-
tralised control, and for the spreading of
eontrol.  The problems in the North are
quite different from those in the South, In
the North, there are not many problems. In
the South, however, we have the ever-
increusing menace, if one may call it so,
of the half-caste. 'T'hat is a very great prob-
lem. These people are inereasing, probhably
more rapidly than any other section of the
community, If some definite policy for
their control is not laid down, a very serious
state of affairs will eome nbout. T hope
that the Bill will provide for decentralised
eontrol and deal with this important half.
easte question, particularly as it applies to
half-caste girls. It is a standing disgrace
to the eommunity that there should be so
many half-caste girls, nearly white, speaking
English as well as anyone, hanging about
the towns for immneral purposes, and living
under most disgusting and deplorable con-
ditions. [ shall have more to sav on this
question when the time comes. I congratu-
late the Governnient upon erecting the very
fine girls’ school at East Perth. Although,
as a represenfative of a ecountry provinee,
I would rather see the money spent in the
country, T know the sehool was a necessity.
Now that money has bheen spent and the
city’s requirements in that dirvection have
been catered for, T hope additional consider-
ation will be given to the nceds of the
country distriets. 1 know that the funds
placed at the disposal of the Education De-
partment are not over-generous, hut I will
fquote two instances to lend point to what
I have in mind. I do not like mentioning
sneh small matters, but I will do g0 in proof
of what I am contending. For a long time
at Kellerberrin, 32 children were educated
in a small room 16ft. x 14ft. Members can
imagine what the conditions were there dur-
ing the hot weather. Then the ¢lass was
moved to the local agricultural hall. The
building was used for other purposes from
time to time and when the hall was vequired
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for a dance or for some other purposc the
whole of the schoo! furniture had to he re-
moved to the street. At another centre some
setllers desired the provision of a school, bug
as they could muster 10 children only, the
CGovernment would not eomply with their
request. The settlers therefore provided
their own school building, the Government.
of rourse, making available the services of
a teacher. In eourse of time the tank at the
schonl beecnme worn out and an application
was made to the Government for a new tank,
The answer they received was, i is vour
own school; find vour own tank” Then
the teacher required a table and a request
made to the department for one was also
refused. To-day that teacher is msine a
table that was supplied by one of the far-
mers. T apologise to the Honse for bringing
Porward these small matters, but I want fo
indicate bhow niggardly the department can
he when dealing with eountry edneational
requirements. In the hill distriets there ave
many echildren who would like to attend
school at Midland Junction but, owing to
the inconvenient train serviee, are debarred
from doing so. I hope something will he
done to remedy that state of affairs. A
small alteration to the railway time-table is
all that is necessary. If that were done,
then ¢hildren who now attend schools wheve
they can receive edueational faeilities up to
the sixth standard only, will be able to
attend the lareger school at Midland Tune-
tion to econtinue receiving tuition. Under
existing conditions, if they do attend the
Midland Junetion scehool. they are forced to
wait to an inconvenient hour hefore they can
return to their homes. The diffienlty can
easily  be overcome.  Then, again, =ome
children who reside in the hill districts,
partieularly those within a radins of 20
miles from Perth, are able to sceure free
trangport ticketz. 1 fail to see why those
children should he eatered for with those
privilege tickets, while others vesiding within
a radius of 25 mile< of the ¢ity do not enjox
the same consideration, T eannot see why
the eoncession should not be extended to the
latter. 1t would not cost the depurtment
much, and the extra eonsideration would he
thankfully received by the parents con-
cerned,  There has been some talk abour o
new high seliool heing erected in the country,
and 1 hope that consideration will be given
to the advizublencss of erecting such a schaal
at Merredin, which is in the eentre of a hure
farmine area, and is a big railwayx junction.



